
CES Travel Report 
Paul Federwitz January 11, 2011 

 

The annual Consumer Electronics Show (CES) was held in Las Vegas, NV from January 6 – 9, 2011.  I was 
able to attend for three days to get a general idea of where the consumer electronics industry is 
heading.  The items that caught my attention fit into two main categories, namely ultra-portable 
computers and personal power.  The following is a synopsis of what I saw along with some ideas of how 
the items apply to a Bible translation organization. 

Ultra-Portable Computers 
With Apple’s release of the iPad almost a year ago, other companies have been scrambling to fill this 
new market.  Eighty different tablet computers were announced at CES this year.  Of those, I would say 
that at least 80% were running Google’s Android OS.  However, I did see tables running Windows 7, 
MeeGo and a new from RIM/Blackberry called the Playbook. 

Motorola Xoom 
The person who demonstrated the Motorola Xoom to me was 
the product manager which gave it some interesting 
perspectives.   

It is a very nice tablet and the Android 3 interface has been 
completely rewritten for Tablets.  They don't even have any 
buttons on the front of the device like the phone does. It 
includes use of smart tiles so that information from within apps 
can be displayed on the main screen. For example, the Gmail tile 
shows the five most recent messages.    

Good connections with microSD, HDMI out and USB in.  Sadly, 
Google is not allowing hands on with Android 3 yet since it is not officially released so we had to watch 
videos on the device of what it can do.  The Xoom is currently being manufactured, no price has been 
published. 

http://www.motorola.com/Consumers/US-EN/Consumer-Product-and-Services/Tablets/ci.MOTOROLA-
XOOM-US-EN.overview 

Motorola Atrix 
The most intriguing thing that I saw was the Motorola Atrix.  This is an Android smart phone with a dual 
core Nvidia processor.  What is amazing about it is the docking options.  One that was not surprising 
hooks it up to your TV.  One connects it to a computer monitor, keyboard and mouse.  Finally, one is a 



laptop form factor.  It has a screen that folds over a 
keyboard and touchpad.  If I understood the sales person 
correctly, the laptop can be powered by the smart phone, or 
the smart phone can be powered by the laptop battery.  
(Laptop dock is pictured on the right with the phone 
attached to the back.) 

I don't want to jump too far ahead, but this immediately 
brought to mind a situation that we run into in Ghana.  A 
translator is in the field and has a computer problem or 
needs to do some checking so brings their laptop via public 
transportation to the main office in Tamale.  The chances of 
the laptop being broken on the road are high.  One time a translator had it on their lap to protect it and 
somebody fell onto their lap when the vehicle started moving and smashed the screen.  With a device 
like this, all they would have to transport between the village and the head office is the smart phone 
which has all of their work.  Pricing has not been set yet.   

http://www.motorola.com/Consumers/US-EN/Consumer-Product-and-Services/Atrix-Accessories-
Page/Atrix-Accessories 

Samsung Sliding PC 
Samsung is making a tablet where the back slides out and 
becomes a keyboard, basically becoming a netbook.  It 
attempts to give the best of both worlds.  It can serve as a 
tablet which makes it comfortable to use and provides a 
touch screen display.  It also can serve as a full netbook 
with a keyboard that is easier to type on than a touch 
screen. 

http://www.engadget.com/2011/01/05/samsung-sliding-
pc-7-series-announced/ 

Note that Ausus is also releasing a similar device that runs 
Android along with a few other models. 

http://ces2011.asus.com/press-release/asus-tablet-
computers-providing-choice-through-innovation-at-ces-
2011/ 

Razer Switchblade 
Razer is a company that makes devices for gamers.  This is a little net book with about a 5" screen and a 
clear keyboard with an LCD underlay.  When the iPad came out one of the things that I was excited 
about is that with an onscreen keyboard we could actually change the characters on the keys 
themselves when typing in another language so that the person typing did not have to remember that 



the English keyboard was remapped to their language.  
In my testing I have found the onscreen keyboard to 
still need some maturing in the technology.  Because 
the switchblade uses an LCD under the keyboard, they 
can actually change what is on each key.  This was 
developed so that when a gamer is in each game, they 
can change the keys to show what that key actually 
does for that particular game.  We could do the same 
thing, but with special characters.  Because there are 
still real keys, you can type on it like a regular keyboard 
and get the tactile feedback.  It runs Windows 7.  This 
particular device is too small to be useful for us, but I 
liked the idea. 

http://www2.razerzone.com/switchblade 

 

Analysis 
Android defiantly dominated the tablet market at the show.  Most of the tablets had no distinguishing 
features from others.  They came in many different screen sizes.  The only tablets running Android 3 
were the Xoom from Motorola and a prototype that Toshiba had in a case.  Everything else is on Android 
2.2 or 2.3.  That is fine for a 4" screen on a phone and even is OK on a 7" tablet, but once you get to a 
10" tablet or larger it just looks like a mess.  For those of you considering an Android tablet, wait for 
Android 3 to be released.  It makes better use of the screen. 

Microsoft is not allowing its Windows Phone 7 OS to be put on Tablets, instead making manufacturers 
use the full version of Windows 7.  Windows 7 is still built around a world that uses mice and is not 
touch centric enough.  They will need to build an updated UI to make it user friendly.  Microsoft 
announced that the next version of Windows will also run on ARM processors.  There has also been 
discussion of redoing the UI and taking some lessons from the tiles on Windows Phone 7.  I think that 
will be too late. 

Personal Power 
There were a couple of levels of personal power devices.  These ranged from powering an entire house 
to a phone or even just a light. 

Home Power Storage 
There is a lot happening with home power storage and production.  I expected some of this from small 
companies, but not from the big players.  Let me give you a little background.  I have two uncles in 
Detroit and when I went to visit them I found out that they are having a lot of blackouts, to the point 
that quite a few people on their block have installed generators that automatically come on when the 



power goes off.  Power companies in some areas are talking 
about charging different rates for peak power usage times 
than for off-peak.  Companies like Panasonic, LG, Samsung 
and Sony are starting to work on solutions. 

The simplest was from Sony.  It is essentially a large UPS for a 
home.  Each module can store a little over one kilowatt of 
energy.  This can be used when power goes off or can simply 
be charged during off peak hours and then used during peak 
hours to keep your electric bills lower.  No word on pricing but 
it should be out later this year.  According to the rep, this was 
actually used in Ghana during the World Cup.  Sony was trying 
to show that it cared about people, not just entertainment so 
they decided to bring the world cup to remote villages. They 
set up solar panels to charge the devices during the day and 
then powered TV's at night to show the games.  I am hoping 
that the engineers learned some things during that time that 
will make this solution more useable to us. 

Samsung seemed to be in more of a conceptual phase than 
Sony or Panasonic.  They have a device for energy storage, but 
they also seem to have an interest in renewable energy.  Their 
display showed a house being powered by solar panels and a personal wind turbine.  Extra power not 
used would be sold back to the power company.   

Panasonic was the first one that I looked at.  They have a 
battery system much like Sony for storing energy, but they also 
had a natural gas generator.  The generator would both power 
the house and heat water.  The generator still seemed 
conceptual, but the storage solutions should be on the market 
soon.  Note that when I asked the Panasonic and Sony reps 
how long the batteries would last, both answered that with 
one charge/discharge cycle a day it should work for ten years.  
The Panasonic rep noted that the extreme heat we get in 
Ghana would be an issue.  I was able to emphasize especially 
to the Sony rep the implications of this technology for people 
in remote villages and even those in cities in third world 
countries.   

Also, all three companies as well as LG and even Monster 
cables are working on solutions to monitor how much power 
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each device in the home is using and being able to turn off certain ones to conserve energy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wind Turbines 
So, I walked into the GE both and saw a wind turbine with blades 
that had radius of about 7ft.  I assumed it was a scale model of 
the large ones I am seeing in the plains as I have driven through 
the Midwest.  I was surprised when I found out that it was the 
real deal.  It is meant for people's homes to supplement grid 
power.  It peaks at 2400 watts and that is with a 15mph wind.  
This one is $17,000 installed but they also have some smaller 
models.  That is pretty expensive, but hopefully that price will 
come down.  If you live in a place that has wind day and night 
you may not even need batteries like with solar.  
(http://www.windenergy.com/index_wind.htm)  
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A startup company called Urban Green Energy 
(www.urbangreenenergy.com) is also making a wind turbine, 
but it is built into a spiral so that wind direction does not matter.  
They have a model rated at 1,000 W and one at 4,000 W.  This 
would be the power output with a 26 mph wind.  When I asked I 
was told the setup would be about $6,000.  The company is 
geared both towards making this as supplemental power for a 
house to minimize reliance on the grid or to charge a battery as 
the sole power for a house. 

The company also makes a streetlight that is powered by the 
wind turbine and a streetlight. 

 

 

 

 

 

Powering Small Devices 
A company called Eton (www.etoncorp.com) is making devices to use in 
emergencies.  They make some that are sanctioned by the American Red 
Cross for emergencies, and others that are geared towards hikers.  They 
have a little device called the Scorpion that can be powered by solar or 
hand crank, has an AM/FM radio and flashlight and can charge an 
external device via USB.  It is on Amazon for around $50.  The phone 
industry has committed to making new phones chargeable from USB so 

this may be helpful for those who are 
traveling in rural areas.   

Samsonite is making backpacks with 
solar panels built in.  The current 
models have a cigarette lighter to plug 
into but some coming out later this year will have USB jacks to charge 
your devices.  Note that there were several other companies doing 
this too, but Samsonite was the only brand I would recognize. 

http://www.urbangreenenergy.com/�
http://www.etoncorp.com/�


Other Items 
There were a few other items that I wanted to make note of as well. 

Intel Laptop Theft Protection 
Intel was displaying some technology for laptop theft 
protection. I know that many such things have been 
around for a while, but this was BIOS based.  Actually, it 
was on a chip separate from the BIOS.  Laptop theft is a 
serious issue for us.  The chances of getting the laptop 
back are slim because many of the services, like laptop 
lojack, depend on the computer connecting to the 
internet to say where they are.  We protect ourselves by 
having good backups and in some cases encrypting our 
data so that if the laptop is stolen at least the data is safe.  
This tech from Intel also locks up the bios if you don't put 
in the password after the number of days that the user 
sets.  This makes the computer completely unusable even 
if they wipe the hard drive.  It won't necessarily get your 
computer back, but it will at least prevent the thief from making any money off it from selling it to 
somebody else.  You can also put contact information in so that if an honest person sees it down the line 
they may let you know.  Because it is hardware based you would have to buy a computer that comes 
with it.  Best Buy is apparently selling them for now. 

Spot Connect 
There was a device called a Spot Connect that can be used when you are out of 
cell tower range.  It works with a smartphone through bluetooth to send text 
messages via satellite.  It may be able to serve as an emergency backup 
communication solution for those in volatile situations.  It can be used to send 
a regular text message or email or the SOS feature can be activated.  When the 
later is done the company will attempt to directly contact the phone holder, 
then a list of emergency contacts provided by the phone holder, and then the 
US embassy in the country where the user is.  The device will continue to send 
out its GPS coordinates every few minutes until it runs out of battery. 

I have not done the math to determine if it would be cheaper than having a satellite phone and service 
or not.  The device is $170 and requires a subscription.  http://findmespot.com/en/ 
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Huawei 3G Routeer 
There were quite a few companies doing 3G wireless routers, although several 
required a USB modem plugged into the router.  One device that was 
particular interesting was the E5s from Huawei.  It is about the size of a mouse, 
has GSM built in, can support up to four wireless devices, an additional one via 
USB, and even has a microSD slot for shared storage.  No word on pricing. 
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